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Despite a short term, Pre-Reception have certainly managed to experience and enjoy a host of activi-

ties and explorations. Our little gardeners have shown off their green fingers by planting bean and 

sunflower seeds which are now hopefully happily growing in their gardens at home! Changes to the 

environment at forest club have been observed and enjoyed twice this term. Continuing with our 

theme of growing, the children have again had first hand-experience of life cycle changes. There was 

huge excitement when 5 little caterpillars arrived in each Pre-Reception classroom. Over 2 weeks the 

children kept a close eye on what was happening in the butterfly house. Watching the caterpillars fat-

ten up and then turn into cocoons before butterflies really brought a much-loved story, óThe Hungry 

Caterpillarô by Eric Carle, to life. Setting them free brought great delight to all as they flew away on 

the school grounds.  

Celebrating the Kingôs Coronation was a joyous time as it brought together our whole school commu-

nity. We enjoyed music and movement with the London Musical Theatre Company, all sorts of crafts 

and activities and then a whole school street party style lunch having donned home made crowns and 

decorated our classrooms with bunting, flags and balloons. The children enjoyed learning about King 

Charles lll and his family.  

Our Guided Reading book, óSupertatoô has again provided a wealth of learning, from new vocabulary 

to thinking about story structure, anticipating what might happen next and how the story might end. 

The children loved helping Supertato find Evil Pea, making posters and eventually finding him in the 

jelly in the home corner! 

Exotic Explorers visited us and the children learnt a lot about many creatures including giant snails, 

scorpions, tarantulas and giant millipedes. How lovely that we were told at the end that the children 

were the best behaved school they had visited. We also enjoyed our visit from Pippa the Labrador, 

giving her commands and treats. We look forward to her visiting again so we can see how she has 

grown. 

The children were very proud to show the parents their singing and ukulele playing at our Spring 

Concert; all showed confidence and enjoyment as they entertained their parents with the help of the 

wonderful Mr. Harley. Sports Day was also a proud moment for us as teachers as the children gave 

100% effort, showing confidence and enjoyment in all their races in front of a large crowd of specta-

tors, not easy when you are only 4 years old! Well done children! 
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We have read many exciting texts throughout the year in our Power of Reading sessions with our per-
sonal favourites being óThe Brave Bearô and óRainbow Fish.ô We have worked hard to learn all of our 
phonics sounds and have enjoyed playing phonics games such as Dragons Den. We have enjoyed lis-
tening to stories and retelling them in our own words through acting or making story books. 
  
Maths has been very fun and interactive. We have enjoyed learning doubles and odd and even num-
bers through songs, rhymes and puppets. We can add and subtract, thinking carefully about the sym-
bols in the number sentence and we love counting in 2ôs, 5ôs and 10ôs. We can name many 2D and 3D 
shapes and have practised rotating shapes to make tangram puzzles. 
  
We have had many wonderful sessions at Forest Club. We have explored the forest and have taken 
part in many activities such as making potions, collecting bugs and making homes for them to keep 
them safe! We also know how to keep ourselves safe and have learnt actions and rhymes to help us. 
  
Our trip highlights have been visiting the Brighton Sea Life Aquarium during the Summer Term and 
we learnt many interesting facts about the sea creatures that live there. We couldnôt believe the giant 
turtle was 84 years old! We were lucky to have the Minibeast Explorers workshop at school and were 
brave enough to hold a millipede, African snail and a stick insect. We left holding the scorpion and 
tarantula to the experts. 
  
We have been very creative and have learnt many new skills in our Art lessons this year. We have 

used a variety of materials including tin foil, bubble wrap and paper mache. We enjoyed learning facts 

about Vincent Van Gogh and many of us want to be an artist just like him.  
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¶ Trip to Riverhill Himalayan Gardens  

¶ Sports Day 

¶ Poetry writing  

¶ Science of flowers 

 

This term in Year 1 has passed by in a whirlwind of activity! In English the children have en-
joyed both our texts relating to being outdoors and wrote some beautiful poems and really showed 
their imagination with our book óThe Secret Sky Gardenô, using some wonderful adjectives to de-
scribe the main character, Funni. 

Our outdoor theme continued in Science where the children learnt about growing plants and had a go 
at growing their own sunflowers. In Art we found out about some famous artists and the children have 
amazed us with their focus and ability to produce their own versions of the artistsô well-known pieces. 

In History we learnt facts about the lives of some great explorers and this culminated in a trip to the 
Himalayan Gardens, where the children went on an adventure of their own, making dens in the woods, 
getting lost in the maze and racing to the top of óEverestô! A really wonderful day and full of fun. 

The children have continued their maths journey this term, with the topics of money, time, position 
and direction, all lending themselves to some fun practical activities. 

Rehearsals for the end of year show have taken place in music and drama lessons and the children 
have thrown themselves into the songs, looking forward to putting it on in front of their parents at the 
end of term. It has been a busy term too in PE and Games, with athletics and lots of practice for Sports 
Day ï great excitement and a healthy level of competition for their school house! 

A wonderful term and lots of fun memories for both the children and the Year 1 team! 
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The children started our new book, 'The Secret of Black Rock', which we covered for the 
whole term. It enabled to us to look deeper into the lives of fishermen and the dangers that 
come with the job. The children were so engaged by this topic and their knowledge from their 
research shone through in every lesson. They particularly enjoyed looking at Grace Darling 
and our trip to Hastings saw the children's new knowledge come to life. The ice cream on the 
beach was definitely a highlight too! The children have worked incredibly hard on their ex-
tended writing in preparation for Year 3 and wrote some wonderfully reflective letters to the 
Year 1 children about their time in Year 2.  

In Maths, the children have covered a wide range of topics. They have extended their 
knowledge of fractions, time, statistics and position and direction. The use of our beebot 
robots allowed the children to understand movement and turns whilst enhancing their in-
structional skills. The children persevered with their times tables in the last term, working 
hard to get as far as they could before Year 3.  

Kings and Queens proved to be a popular topic. Our trip to Hever Castle saw the children 
engage well with their private guided tour. There understanding of monarchs through the 
ages enabled them to have some thought-provoking and deeper level discussions about how 
times have changed. The children have delved into the era of Florence Nightingale and 
looked at the impact she made. It was lovely to hear the children reflecting on how lucky we 
are to have such a different life to those back then.  

Year 2 travelled to Hilden Grange to take part in an athletics tournament. All the children 
did really well.  

A great term and the children are most excited to become Juniors as they move into Year 3 
with longer school days, clubs and weekly competitive fixtures.   

 



 ¢ƘŜ aŜŀŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

¸ŜŀǊ ¢ƘǊŜŜ 

 IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΦΦΦ 

¶ ¸ŜŀǊ о ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ  

¶ {ƘŀƴƎ 5ȅƴŀǎǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ 

¶ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the half term, we started our new book 'Gregory Cool'; the children loved the bright, tropical 
illustrations and enjoyed learning about and comparing the similarities and differences between Tun-
bridge Wells and Tobago. The children created some fantastic maps which included different places 
in the story, and then used these to write their own instructions for one of the characters to follow. We 
were very impressed with their use of time connectives, description and prepositions.  

In the second half of the Summer Term, we started 'Jelly Boots Smelly Boots' an anthology by Mi-
chael Rosen which contains a great extent of entertaining poetry for children. They specifically en-
joyed watching Michael Rosen perform his poetry, particularly his poem about chocolate cake. They 
worked as part of a group to analyse and perform poetry.  

In our Maths lessons, we furthered our knowledge of Fractions, looking at adding fractions, finding frac-
tions of amounts and equivalent fractions. We then revisited money, reviewing the properties and values 
of different coins and finding change from different amounts. We have most recently been learning about 
time, learning how to tell the time both analogue and digitally. Some children also looked at durations of 
time.  

In History, the children have found learning about one of the earliest civilisations, The Shang Dynasty, a 
fascinating topic. They learnt about their culture and way of life, including how they used Oracle Bones 
to predict the future. In Geography they extended their knowledge on weather by learning about The 
Water Cycle, and impressed us with their ability to assimilate new subject specific vocabulary, such as 
precipitation, condensation and evaporation to their arsenal.  

In Science this term, the children were delighted to undertake more experiments based on Solids, Liq-
uids and Gases, including the time it takes to melt different types of chocolate as well as testing 
whether the weight of a fizzy drink changes once stirred.  

The children ended the term with their residentialï a one night stay away with activities. This increas-
es their independence as they go into Year 4.  
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Our final novel for the year was óVarjak Pawô which the children really enjoyed reading. The 
rich language in the story gave us inspiration for our own writing, leading to children becaming 
more confident creating similes, metaphors and experimenting with pathetic fallacy. Para-
graphing and use of direct speech became much stronger across all of Year 4 and this was clear 
in their narrative writing linked to the text. The children spent the rest of the term enjoying poet-
ry from our óWerewolf Club Rulesô collection and modelled their own poems based on a selec-
tion from the book.   
 
In Maths, we spent the term mainly focusing on Measurement and Geometry. The children used 
their decimal knowledge to answer questions based on length and money problems. We were so 
impressed with the progress children made telling the time, and revisiting the key skills based on 
clocks, calendars and timetables. Geometry was an enjoyable topic for the children involving 
shape, symmetry, position and direction.   
 
Sustainable Development and Natural Resources are such relevant topics for the children to be 
studying in Geography in our current climate. Looking at the UN sustainability website and dis-
cussing global population change was a real eye-opener for Year 4 and led to lots of discussions 
and the creation of a leaflet for the future of our planet.   
 
The Ancient Egyptians proved to be a very popular topic to study in History this term. The chil-
dren were fascinated to learn about the mummification process and Howard Carterôs discovery 
of Tutankhamun amongst other things. We finished the term with a research project about the 
Egyptians and the children made PowerPoint presentations - having their own devices has been 
an invaluable resource in our humanities lessons this year. We were very impressed with the 
childrenôs delivery of their presentations to the class.    
 
Our Bushcraft trip was one of the highlights for Year 4 and 5. We took up the challenge of 
sleeping under canvas and going back to basics with no running water, electricity or devices! 
This year many of us took the plunge in the freshwater lake, which despite being chilly, was an 
exciting part of the trip for those in the water and those watching! We enjoyed making fires, 
building outdoor dens, toasting marshmallows and playing wide games in the woods.  Two 
brave children ate the eyeballs of the salmon which was fileted in front of us all! We all enjoyed 
being in the wild and having more freedom than usual - it was a wonderful experience for all 
involved.  



  ¢ƘŜ aŜŀŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

¸ŜŀǊ CƛǾŜ 

 IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΦΦΦ 

¶ .ǳǎƘŎǊŀƊ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ  

¶ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ !Ǌǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘτ/ƘŀƴŘŜƭƛŜǊ 

¶ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ {¢9a {ǘǳŘȅ 

 

Whatôs not to love about Year 5? From sporting success, to artistic endeavours, memorable trips and 
academic achievements, this has been an entertaining year. 
  
Our English has covered a range of topics, including ancient mythology, modern classics and books 
with an ethical message. A real highlight has been our work on Odysseus, which the children en-
joyed and which generated so much sparkling work, including passionate letters, scenes which juxta-
posed light and dark, and heart-felt speeches, all filled with creativity and technical accuracy. óMama 
Mitiô, óVarmintsô and óThe Last Wildô both expound the need to understand and support nature, link-
ing with the childrenôs work in both STEM and Geography; as part of this, the children crafted beau-
tiful and terrifying poems about trees and woodlands. 
  
Maths in Year 5 can be a tricky subject, with the increasing complexity of the curriculum, but the 
children have continued to strive for their very best in every lesson. Confidence and enjoyment are 
key in helping young people develop a love of Maths and go towards helping our children develop 
an intrinsic enthusiasm and desire to push forward their understanding within this subject area. 
  
Academically, the children showed particular enthusiasm for the Slums topic in Geography, which 
really opened their eyes to the privileges many of us enjoy in the UK when compared to those who 
arenôt so fortunate. Medieval Monarchs, in History, was also an all-round favourite, especially the 
gruesome end for Thomas Beckett. STEM is always a popular and fascinating subject. The children 
have been captivated by building an electrical circuit, amongst other things, to power their gardens, 
using lights and motors. 
  
Artistically, the children have worked really hard to learn and fine-tune their performance for the 
Summer Show, which is always a highlight in the calendar. Radio Gaga and Another One Bites the 
Dust have given the children a chance to show off their dancing and singing.  Hanging from the art 
room ceiling for much of the year, the plastic bottle chandelier allowed the children to show off their 
artistic flair, and we enjoyed success with a óHighly Commendedô artist within our ranks from the 
ISA Art Competition. 
   
The Bushcraft trip allowed the children to explore nature, develop resilience and independence, as 
well as deepening and broadening their friendship groups, ready for Year 6 and the challenges that 
lie ahead. 
  
Throughout it all, the children have remained an united group, supportive of one another and deter-

mined to fulfil their potential. They have been a wonderful year-group to teach and they are sure to 

go from strength-to-strength in the coming years. Mrs Feaver and I will look forward to seeing the 

children take up the mantle of being at the top of the school and role models for all Meadites, when 

term begins again in September! 
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Our Year 6 had a fantastic last term and we will send them off to secondary schools with confidence.  

In English they read the óSeasons of Splendourô which retold traditional tales in the format of camp-

fire stories. They went on to look at óSkelligô and the children thrived with the more mature level of 

this book, going  on to write poetry and own mythical stories in that fashion. All the children wrote 

their own traditional tale to pass on over the years to come like the tales told today.  

 

The Year 6 Enterprise was one of the highlights of the term, which was about creating their own choc-

olate bar to sell.  From concept to production, they developed creative ideas, mastered financial plan-

ning, designed captivating packaging, perfected mouth-watering recipes, ignited marketing magic, and 

brought their delectable creations to life.  

 

Our seasoned explorers wrapped up their journey at Windmill Hill in Sussex their final trip being an 

unforgettable two-night extravaganza packed with action and joy! Raft-building, giant swing rides 

(powered by teamwork!), orienteering, problem-solving, climbing, abseiling, zip-lining and all the fun 

of staying with friends in the PGL cabinsΦ  

 

Year 6 celebrated prize-giving and received their 

commendations and awards. The year group all 

wrote their aspirations and memories which they 

read out on the day.  

 

The highly achieving year group has accom-

plished anything they set their minds to. We wave 

off our leavers and will miss their can-do attitudes 

which has led the school with greatness.  
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The term started with a **bang** as the Y6 girls played in the rearranged netball finals at Rugby 

School. After a slow start the girls really got going, and qualified for the plate competition. Playing 

some awesome netball they won the quarter final and semi-final before romping to victory in the final 

to be crowned national plate champions. Very well done! 28 Meadites headed off to the ISA regional 

athletics championship in Surrey, and all of the children involved should be really proud of their ef-

forts and their behaviour. They were a real credit to the school in what was a long tiring day. Congrat-

ulations to Sophia  who became the regional champion in the ball throw -throwing the ball an impres-

sive 28m. Well done also to Thomas J, Alex M ,Ava and Tristan who all made the finals of their sprint 

events. Clemmie and Eva won their 600m heats, with Eva placing 4th overall and Clemmie 7th. Harry 

also finished 7th and Kitty B did brilliantly finishing 4th overall. Dylan finished a very creditable 5th 

in the ball throw.  

 

Sports Day was the highlight of the second half of the term, with over 150 events and 600 medals 

awarded the children had a great time putting into practice what they have learnt this 

year! Congratulations to all of the children who competed but in particular the Key stage 2 VL win-

ners. Ben, Lade, Felix, Flossie, Tristan, Lily, Alex M and Amelia. We also managed to squeeze in a 

few cricket matches with mixed results.  
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The KS2 Summer Concert consisted of 22 instrumentalists performing on a variety of instruments 
from French Horn to Jazz Flute, and performing material ranging from Elton John to J.S.Bach. The 
standard was so incredibly high and is a testament to the fantastic ability and work ethic of The Mead 
children and their peripatetic teachers. In a delightful culmination of our year-long musical endeav-
ours, we recently held our summer music extravaganza at the King Charles the Martyr church. The 
grandeur of the venue complemented the spine-tingling performances, creating an enchanting atmos-
phere that left everyone in awe. It was a truly memorable showcase featuring some of our most ac-
complished KS2 musicians. 

From the delicate trills of the piano to the resounding crescendos of the violin, our talented musicians 

transported the audience on an emotional journey. The beautiful melodies filled the air, intertwining 

with the historical ambience of the church.. Each performance was a testament to the dedication, hard 

work, and passion that our students had poured into their craft throughout the year. 

Not to be outdone, our youngest stars, the Pre-Reception children, took centre stage with their very 
own music concert, leaving their families and friends awestruck. With an endearing blend of inno-
cence and courage, these little ones showcased their musical talents, exuding confidence beyond their 
years.  

 

A comment from Mr Harley, Director of Music: 

ñI am so proud of all the children this year. KS2 Choir lead our prize-giving service with confidence 

and grace. Pre-Reception sang and danced their hearts out. Our individual musicians have achieved so 

much. Particularly well done to Arthur, one of our year 6 leavers who has contributed so much to mu-

sic over the years and we proudly awarded him the music cupò.   
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�����7he Performing Arts department was also thrilled to find out early in the term that the Year 6 chil-
dren had won the ISA Drama competition in which the school performed an original musical Some-

where Out There. The department was a finalists in the Muddy Stilettos  Best Schools Award for their 

Originality in Teaching Music and the Arts category. Fantastic!  

The children took their LAMDA exams and we are awaiting results from this which will be an-

nounced over the summer 

 

The summer term is always filled with so much enjoyment with our summer show held at Trinity The-

atre. This yearôs production was óWe Will Rock Youô and boy did it rock!  

The children had a shorter than normal term to rehearse and practice for the show. Our year 6 did us 

proud and confidently launched into learning their lines for the show, taking on the lead parts.. As 

every child is involved in the show, it was a great experience for all and one that builds confidence 

over the years.  

 

Miss Victoria, Head of Performing Arts says ñ I am so proud of the children, they all performed so 

confidently and had a blast, especially to all of Year 6 who have worked so hard this year and 

achieved so much. What a talented year group!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


